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SUBJECT: TENSIONS CONTINUE IN OLD DELHI 

REF: NEW DELHI 5734 

1 . THERE WERE APPARENTLY NO INCIDENTS IN OLD DELHI LAST NIGHT 
ALTHOUGH TENSIONS WITHIN THE MUSLIM COMMUNITY OVER ALLEGED 
AGGRESSIVE STERILIZATION DRIVE BY THE DELHI ADMINISTRATION ARE 
CONTINUING AT A HIGH LEVEL. CURFEWS ARE STILL IN EFFECT IN 

THE PREDOMINATELY MUSLIM AREAS OF ASAF ALI ROAD (WHERE THE 
APRIL 19 FIRING TOOK PLACE) AND JAMA MASJID IN THE OLD CITY. 

UNITS OF THE CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE HAVE BEEN DEPLOYED IN BOTH 
AREAS. DEMOLITION WORK AND THE REMOVAL OF DEBRIS ALONG ASAF 
ALI ROAD IS CONTINUING UNDER POLICE GUARD. 

2. WE HAVE HEARD FROM RELIABLE SOURCES THAT LT. GOVERNOR 
CHAND'S WARNING THAT "VERY DRASTIC ACTION" WOULD BE TAKEN 
AGAINST THOSE OBSTRUCTING WORK BY GOVERNMENT FAMILY 
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WORKERS AND MUSLIMS AT A STERILIZATION "CAMP" NEAR JAMA 
MASJID. ONE UNCONFIRMED REPORT STATES THAT THE POLICE 
FIRED ON RIOTERS AT THIS SITE AS WELL AND THAT SEVERAL 
PEOLE WERE KILLED. 

3. COMMENT: THE DELHI RIOTS ARE THE FIRST EXAMPLE OF AN 
OUTBURST OF POPULAR ANGER AGAINST THE IMPLEMENTATION OF GOI 
EMERGENCY POLICIES. PERHAPS BECAUSE DELHI IS SO NEAR THE 
SEAT OF GOVERNMENT AND ALSO BECAUSE OF SANJAY GANDHI’S 
PERSONAL INTEREST, IMPLEMENTATION OF SLUM CLEARANCE, 
CLEANLINESS, DOWRY AND FAMILY PLANNING PROGRAMS HAVE BEEN 
ESPECIALLY UNCOMPROMISING IN NEW DELHI, AS COMPARED WITH 
OTHER PARTS OF THE COUNTRY. THE MUSLIM MINORITY IN DELHI 
(263,000) CONSTITUTES BUT 7 PERCENT OF THE CITY 
POPULATION. ITS LEADERSHIP, AS IN MOST MUSLIM COMMUNITIES 
IN INDIA, IS EXTREMELY ORTHODOX AND CONSERVATIVE. AND CAPABLE 
OF STIRRING UP CONSIDERABLE TROUBLE, AS IT DID FEBRUARY 
1975 WHEN THE GOI ATTEMPTED UNSUCCESSFULLY TO REPLACE THE 
IMAM OF THE JAMA MASJID. 
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